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 In Letter 10 of Straight Talk, Powell discuses “cultural incompatibility” within the 

classroom. She brings up many critical points about the influence of culture of the 

classroom, teacher effectiveness, and student engagement. Many of these ideas caught 

my attention and definitely changed how I view the influence of culture on education.  

Powell notes that the cultural misunderstandings that often occur between 

teachers and students interfere with the building of necessary teacher-student 

relationships (p. 137). In all of my education classes, a positive teacher-student 

relationship has always been stressed. However, I never considered the affect of cultural 

misunderstandings on these relationships. I now see that it is imperative for teachers to 

not only to be aware of these misunderstandings, but also to understand how they affect 

classroom relationships.  

To better understand these incompatibilities, Powell suggests that teachers should 

learn culturally appropriate ways to build relationships with their students by observing 

and learning from the community that they serve (p. 139). Again, this is another aspect of 

the teacher-student relationship that I never considered. However, now I completely 

agree with Powell that the best way to develop relationships with students is to 

understand the dynamics of relationships within students’ cultures. Powell did not specify 

the best ways to observe relationships within the community and I am curious how the 

teachers she mentioned in her article learned about the relationships within their student’s 

communities.  



Once teachers understand the communities in which their students live, Powell 

suggests that they should then adapt their instruction to student’s preferred ways of 

responding and interacting (p. 150).  If teachers understand how students respond and 

interact within their communities, we can adapt our lessons to include instructional 

techniques that are best suited for our student’s unique needs.  

After reading this chapter, I am now better equipped to manage cultural 

misunderstandings in my own classrooms. Taking Powell’s suggestions into 

consideration, I will now be aware of cultural misunderstandings and work to better 

appreciate the community in which my students live. By learning the norms of 

relationships and ways of interacting within specific communities, I will not only be able 

to develop better relationships with my students, but also be able to develop lessons 

which are well suited for student’s unique learning styles. I am looking forward to 

observing the impacts of culture in the classrooms that we will observe in a few weeks.   

 

 

 


