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Chapter 2 of Dynamics of Effective Secondary Teaching discusses how to build a 
classroom that is conducive to learning. The authors mention several “characteristics of 
classrooms and teacher behaviors that build a positive climate for learning” (21). One of 
these characteristics is the promotion of high standards. The authors believe that 
emphasizing higher-level thinking is “essential to promoting achievement and high 
academic standards” (32). Do you agree with this statement? How does it align with your 
personal philosophy of education? Finally, how could you use an emphasis on higher-
level thinking to achieve high academic standards in your own classroom? 
 
 

I absolutely agree with the authors that emphasizing higher-level thinking is 
“essential to promoting achievement and high academic standards” (32). If we want our 
students to meet high standards, we must provide them with a means to get there. 
Students cannot be expected to reach our high expectations if we simply throw facts at 
them. Knowing content is not useful unless students understand how to apply it. Thus as 
teachers, we should be helping students develop the tools necessary to solve the more 
complex problems we expect them to complete. If students are equipped with the tools to 
apply, analyze, synthesize, and evaluate, they will be much more prepared to meet the 
high expectations we hold for them.  
 
 The idea of emphasizing higher-level thinking aligns very well with my personal 
philosophy of education. I believe that students should play an active role in the learning 
process, discovering their own meanings through inquiry, problem solving, and 
application. I further believe that students must possess these skills in order to reach their 
full potential and to meet the expectations we hold for them.  
 

 Higher-level thinking skills play an integral role in a mathematics classroom 
where it is not enough for students to simply get the right answer. Getting the right 
answer is pointless unless you understand why that particular solution is correct. Students 
in my classroom will of course learn basic math skills, but they will also learn higher-
level thinking skills that can be applied in many different settings, both in and out of the 
classroom. For example, I could give a brief introduction on triangle ratios and then split 
the students up into groups where they would be asked to prove the properties I 
introduced. Through this self-discovery activity, students would be required to use 
problem solving and critical thinking skills to mathematically prove a complex idea. Not 
only would students practice higher-level thinking skills, but they would also understand 
triangles on a complex level, meeting a higher academic standard than they would have if 
they simply memorized the triangle ratios.  
 
 


