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 On September 10, 2008 I was able to attend several of Mrs. Roberts’ parent-
teacher conferences. Mrs. Roberts was available in her room from 4-8 pm for parents to 
stop in and briefly meet with her. Instead of sitting at her desk, Mrs. Roberts had set up a 
square table in the middle of the room where she sat with the parents. She had her laptop 
set up on the table so she could easily open her grade book and show grades to the 
parents. She also had a sign in sheet, textbooks, newsletters, copies of project 
assignments (including the project Kristine and I designed!), and samples of student’s 
work on the table.  
 Mrs. Roberts basically gave the same speech to all the parents that came in. She 
discussed what the students had worked on thus far and explained what they would be 
doing for the rest of the semester. She told the Life Skills parents about the unit on 
graphing that the students had just completed. She showed the parents the newspaper 
graph project that students had finished the week before. She explained that the students 
were currently working on a central tendencies unit and that in the future, students would 
be learning about different types of measurement (like liquids and time) and also about 
personal finance math such as taxes, checks, and deposit slips.  

Mrs. Roberts told the Algeo3 parents about the statistics unit that the students 
were wrapping up. She explained that in this unit, students have learned about many 
different types of graphs and measures of central tendencies. She even told the parents 
about the Teen Driving Project that Kristine and I assigned. Mrs. Roberts then explained 
that the students would soon be starting a unit on basic algebra, where they would learn 
how to solve inequalities and equations. Most parents simply nodded as Mrs. Roberts 
explained what the students had learned so far and what they would be learning in the 
future. None of the parents asked any questions about the curriculum or Mrs. Roberts’ 
teaching methods. I felt like most of the parents did not understand the simple 
mathematical vocabulary that Mrs. Roberts was using, and I think this could have 
contributed to the lack of parent questions.  
 After these class overviews, Mrs. Roberts showed the student’s grade to the 
parents. She then discussed whether or not she found this to be an accurate measure of 
the student’s knowledge. If she thought that the student could do better, she explained 
what she thought was causing the low grade. Some of these reasons were: not keeping an 
organized notebook, talking in class, not completing homework assignments, over 
confidence with material, and not studying for quizzes or tests.  
 Mrs. Roberts also discussed changes in student behavior with the parents. If she 
noticed any changes in behavior or work patterns, she brought these to the parent’s 
attention. Discipline problems like doing homework for another class, constant talking, or 
rudeness were also mentioned. Some students chose to attend these conferences with 
their parents and at this time, Mrs. Roberts then asked them if they had anything they 
wanted to tell her and if they were happy at the Career Center so far. I did not notice any 
trend in the type of students that attended the conferences, nor did I notice that students’ 
presence during the conferences effected what was discussed at the conferences or the 
way in which it was discussed.  As the parents left, Mrs. Roberts told them that they 
could call or email her anytime. She also stood up and shook their hands before they left.  



 I am very glad I was able to attend several of these conferences. I do not 
remember ever going to any when I was younger, so now I have a better understanding of 
what to expect when I actually run my own. I was impressed with how considerate and 
professional Mrs. Roberts was during the conferences. I really liked that she did not sit at 
her desk during the meetings. By sitting around the same table as the parents, Mrs. 
Roberts put herself and the parents on the same level, creating a comfortable environment 
that is open for discussion.  
 I think it was important to explain to parents what the students have done and will 
be doing during the semester. A significant number of students probably do not talk with 
their parents about what is going on in their education, so this allows parents to 
understand more of what their child is going through. If parents have more knowledge of 
this, they may be more likely to encourage their children to complete homework or study 
for tests at home.  

Also, I really liked that Mrs. Roberts discussed changes in student behavior with 
the parents. This not only shows parents that Mrs. Roberts cares about their children, but 
it also brings attention to an important subject that some parents may not easily pick up 
on. If parents are made aware of issues in their child’s behavior, they can work with their 
child at home or seek help elsewhere in order to solve whatever issues are causing the 
sudden changes in behavior.  

I appreciated that Mrs. Roberts gave the students a chance to speak during the 
conferences. This shows the students that she really cares about them not only as a 
student, but also a person. However, I wish the students who did not attend the 
conferences with their parents would get this same opportunity. I think it is important for 
all the students in the class to have an opportunity to voice their opinion about how the 
class is going for them and also any concerns they have about their progress so far.  

Overall, I think these conferences were beneficial to Mrs. Roberts, the parents, 
and the students. Mrs. Roberts was able to meet parents and hear their concerns. She was 
able to convey important information about the student’s academic and social progress 
thus far to the parents. Parents can then use this information to work with their children at 
home to help them succeed in school. Students who attended were able to hear how Mrs. 
Roberts thought they were progressing and also had a chance to tell her any important 
information that affects their schooling. I think this open communication between 
teachers, parents, and students is necessary for student success and I was glad to see it 
present during the conferences. I was very impressed with how Mrs. Roberts conducted 
theses conferences and I plan on modeling my future parent teacher conferences after her 
procedures.  
 
  


